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With an election looming, two 
Brampton councillors say Mayor 
Linda Jeffrey and her council allies ex- 
ploited the controversy over a salary 
hike to score political points at their 
expense. 

“Tt was an opportunity to make some 
people on council look bad,” said 
Councillor Elaine Moore. “And not 
take a cut in [her] own pay,” added 
Councillor Grant Gibson in a wide- 
ranging interview with the Peel 
Weekly News. 


ARRIVING 2022: 


More than two years after Brampton 
councillors scrapped the practice of 
making one-third of their salary tax- 
exempt — and gave themselves a 7 per 
cent raise, the issue remains an open 
sore on a divided council. 

It’s also expected to be a hot button 
issue for voters as councillors seek re- 
election in October. 

The pay hike only partially offset the 
cost of eliminating the tax exemption 
and the motion was recommended by 
a citizens committee. 


Hurontario LRT 


Daily News. (PDN Staff Photo) 


“We didn’t make it up,” said Gibson. 
“We supported their recommendation 
even though some of us that supported 
it knew our take home pay was almost 
nine-thousand dollars less.” 

The loss of $8,700 in take home pay 
was drowned out in the debate as the 
mayor and a handful of councillors op- 
posed the increase as a waste of 
money. 


Continued on Pg 4 


$50 million CanCode 


computer skills 
program launches in , 
Mississauga as 

of ie 


» NEWS Page 3 


Valorzi: Councillor's 
death raises questions 
about replacement or 
new vote 


» NEWS Page 5 


Steelheads Bring 
Pink to the Rink 
This Weekend 


» SPORTS Page 10 


Local Businesses 
Honored at 
Tourism Awards 


} LIFESTYLE Page 11 


Brampton set to 
undertake a 
“Reimagining” 


» LIFESTYLE Page 12 


PDN January 24 Layout 1 2018-01-24 1:03 AM Page 2 


PDN January 24 Layout 1 2018-01-24 1:03 AM Page 3 


3 NEWS | PEEL DAILY NEWS | Jan. 24, 2018 
Ottawa details $50 million CanCode computer skills program in Mississauga 


by John Valorzi 


The federal government 
used the backdrop of one of 
Mississauga's biggest tech- 
Holey firms to provide 
new details on its $50 mil- 
lion program to teach ad- 
vanced computer skills to 
more than one million 
young people and their 
teachers. 

During a visit to Mi- 
crosoft Canada in northern 
Mississauga on Monday, 
Navdeep Bains, Minister of 
Innovation, Science and 
Economic Development, 
announced the 21 organi- 
zations chosen by Ottawa 
to deliver skills initiatives 
under the CanCode pro- 
gram across the country. 

"Coding is the next big 
job," Bains, the Missis- 
sauga-Malton MP, told a 
gathering at the big com- 
puter services one 
Meadovale Blvd. head- 
quarters. 

Bains was surrounded by 
other local federal Liberal 
MPs for the event. 

"Industries ranging from 
automotive and agri-food 
to the life sciences and 
clean technology need 
coders, given their increas- 
ingly digital nature. That's 
why our government 1s 
equipping Canadian youth 
with the digital skills they 
need for the jobs of the fu- 


ture. By teaching kids to 
code today, we're position- 
ing Canada for future suc- 
cess across all industries 
and sectors." 

Coding skills training 
needed in the creation of 
new software apps have 
long been promoted_ by 
Canadian tech giants like 
Microsoft, Google, Telus 
and Amazon Canada to 
help them develop new in- 
dustries and tech services 
of the future, especially in 
the areas of artificial intel- 
ligence, driverless cars and 
other fledgling sectors. 

Microsoft Canada em- 
ploys about 2,000 vee 
across the country ad is one 
of Mississauga's biggest 
private sector employers, 
with more than 1,000 peo- 
ple in the Peel city. 

The company also has a 
big software development 
office in Vancouver, which 
opened in 2007 and has 
played a key role in devel- 
oping code and _ testing 
software systems. 

Just over a year ago, Mi- 
crosoft also bought startu 
company Maluuba an 
promised to double the size 
of the company's Montreal 
office by 2019, adding 80 
code programmers and en- 
gineers focused on artificial 
intelligence, or AI, a rap- 


idly growing part of the 
technology sector. 

The Mississauga com- 
puter company has also 
committed to spend $6 
million for the Université 
de Montréal and $1 million 
to McGill University, to 
id 150 researchers study 


The CanCode skills pro- 
gram is part of Ottawa's in- 
novation agenda in the 
2017 budget to build the 
digital economy. Under the 

lan, Ottawa is paying to 

elp various ee teach 
digital skills like coding to 
teachers and_ students, 
from kindergarten to 
Grade 12. 

Bains said CanCode will 

ive thousands of Cana- 

ian teachers the know- 
how to incorporate new 
digital skills and technolo- 
gies into their classrooms. 

The program also aims to 
arp more girls, native 

anadians and_. other 
under-represented groups 
to pursue careers in sci- 
ence, epeernne engineer- 
ing and math, the so-called 
STEM courses. 

The 21 groups approved 
for CanCode projects are: 


Actua 
Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Canada 


Canada Learning Code 

Cybera Inc. 

Kids Code Jeunesse 

Saskatoon Industry Edu- 
cation Council 

ICTC 


Brilliant Labs 

TakingITGlobal 

FIRST Robotics Canada 

Let's Talk Science 

Grandir sans frontiéres 

Science North 

The Learning Partner- 
ship 

Pinnguaq 

Ulnooweg Development 
Group 
Manitoba First Nations 
Education Resource Centre 
Inc. 

Fusion Jeunesse 

Elephant Thoughts Edu- 
cational Outreach 

MediaSmarts 

Science World 


As outlined in the 2017 
budget, CanCode will in- 
vest $50 million this year 
and next to provide almost 
one million young Canadi- 
ans, from kindergarten to 
Grade 12, with opportuni- 
ties to develop their coding 
and ie skills. 

It will also equip more 
than 63,000 _ teachers 
across the country with 
training and tools to teach 
digital skills and coding. 


Minister Navdeep Bains looks on at a student showcasing com- 


puter skills during an event held at Microsoft Canada on Jan. 22, 


2018. (Submitted Photo) 


Friends and associates remember “champion” Mississauga city councillor 
by Alex Gregory 


Photo by Catherine Soplet 
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Tributes continue to pour in 
for Mississauga City Councillor 
Jim Tovey, who passed away 
suddenly last week at the age of 
68 


The Ward 1 councillor, who 
championed the redevelop- 
ment of the ays waterfront, 
was lauded for his community 
involvement and _ leadershi 
last week during a speci 
Council meeting at City Hall. 

“His determination was leg- 
endary,” said close friend and 
fellow Councillor Ron Starr, 
who spoke during the event. 
“He has left a wonderful legacy 
for all the residents of Missis- 
sauga.” 

The council meeting in- 
cluded tributes from friends 
and colleagues throughout the 


9878 Dixie Road, Brampton} 


region, who spoke about their 
memories of the long-time res- 
ident. 

Caledon Mayor Allan 
Thompson, who served with 
Tovey on Peel Regional Coun- 
cil, said that the Councillor 
loved collaboration and being 
a part of something bigger 
than himself. 

“Jim valued and respected 
staff at the City and the Re- 
gion,” Thompson said. “Mis- 
sissauga has lost a champion 
and Caledon has lost a friend.” 

Tovey was elected as Ward 1 
Councillor in 2010, and was in- 
volved with several initiatives 
throughout the area, including 
the Inspiration Lakeview wa- 
terfront redevelopment proj- 
ect, the restoration of 


Lakeview’s Small Arms Build- 
ing and was involved in a col- 
laborative effort to restore and 
protect the St. Lawrence River 
and Great Lakes, among other 
representatives. 

The Mississauga Residents’ 
Association Network (MI- 
RANET), which represents 
ratepayer and residents’ asso- 
ciations in the city, lauded 
Tovey for his work as a citizen 
activist and as a councillor. 

“Jim will be remembered for 
his environmental stewardshi 
and support for the Credit Val- 
ley Conservation Authority,” 
MIRANET vice-chair Sue 
Shanty said in a statement last 
week. “He was also a great ad- 
vocate for clean air, clean water 
and the protection of the Great 


Lakes biosphere.” . 

Last_week’s _ previously- 
scheduled general committee 
meeting has been rescheduled 
for this morning. 

A Celebration of Life will be 
held at a later date. 

The family has asked that 
online donations be given in 
lieu of flowers to The Compass 
Food — Bank (www.thecom- 
pass.ca). 

A community potluck event 
will also be held next Tuesday 
at Clarke Hall (161 Lakeshore 
Rd. W.) in remembrance of the 
councillor, and will begin at 6 
p.m. Guests are asked to bring 
a poe food item, a non-per- 
ishable food item for the com- 
pass or a cash donation. 
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by Marco Patrone 


Despite cracking the to 
20, Greater Toronto is sti 
facing an uphill battle to 
win the bid for Amazon’s 
2nd headquarters, says a 
U.S tech analyst. 

Last week, the e-com- 
merce giant released its 
shortlist of 20 cities still in 
the running, eliminating 
more than 250 others 
vying for economic spin- 
offs including an expected 
50,000 new jobs created. 

Respected Wall Street 
technology analyst Daniel 
Ives says, of the remaining 
20, bay five of the candi- 
dates are likely to survive 
the next round of cuts 
Toronto is not among his 
picks. 

The consultant listed At- 
lanta as the most likely 
winner, followed by 
Raleigh, Washington D.C. 
Boston, Austin Texas as 
the only non-East Coast 
city in the Top 5. 

Ives told clients, "While 
any of the other 15 cities 
on the list, are clearly pos- 
sible locations for HQ2, we 
ultimately believe these 5 
cities appear to be the 
most viable candidates 

iven all the competing 

actors." 

Ives says the most im- 
portant criteria include, 

East Coast presence, 
thriving engineering with 
surrounding university in- 
frastructure and student 


P eline, transportation 
ub with major growth po- 
tential, strong technology 
and pharma industry pres- 
ence, business friendly, 
political incentives, and at- 
tractive tax/economic long 
term benefits. 

Ives’ criteria would tend 
to favour the GTA bid 
Saka its strength in all 
those sectors, but he 
favours U.S locations to 
Canada’s lone remaining 
bid. 

Brampton councillor 
Grant Gibson said news 
Toronto cracked the to 
20 had city staff city smil- 
ing, adding he can’t imag- 
ine the GTA bid being 
rejected. 

‘Quite frankly, I don’t 
know howit can be turned 
down. Our application is 
just tremendous,” he said 
complimenting the job 
done by staff and business 
consulting firm Toronto 
Global.” 

Councillor Elaine Moore 
said the Amazon bid was a 
“perfect example of the 
how staff here at the city of 
Brampton, right across 
every single department 
worked weekends, nights 
and they put together a 
proposal that was going to 
serve this city proud.” 

Amazon says it plans to 
invest more than $5 billion 
in the new headquarters, 
calling it "a full equal" to 
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Toronto Amazon bid still a long shot: US Tech Analyst 


the company's current 
Seattle headquarters. 
"With Amazon's invest- 
ments translating into tens 
of billions flowing into the 
Seattle economy over the 
last decade and given its 


clear momentum as a con- 
sumer and_ enterprise 
lobal behemoth, this will 
e a crucial decision for 
Amazon and_ ultimatel 
change the future ne 
scape and economic tra- 


eat of the city that is 
awarded HQ2 for decades 
to come," Ives wrote. 

Amazon expects to make 
a final decision by the end 
of the year. 


Toronto Global board member Janet Ecker speaks during a presentation of the region’s bid for 
Amazon HQ2 in October. The online retailer has three fulfillment centres within Peel Region, includ- 
ing two within Brampton (above). (Submitted/Staff Photos) 


Council divisions could be key campaign issue: Councillors 


Continued from Pg 1 


“Brampton residents have 
been clear; they want us to 
show discipline and fiscal 
restraint,” said Jeffrey at the 
time. 

“This compensation ad- 
justment will cost our tax- 
payers an additional 
on 00 over the balance 
of this term of office. In 
tough economic times, we 
need to show leadership 
when it comes to sound fis- 
cal management of the pub- 
lic purse. 

Councillors Gurpreet 
Dhillon and Martin 
Medeiros added their voices 
to the mayor’s in opposing 
the increase and have al- 
ready begun using the issue 
asa ee point heading 
into the fall election cam- 
paign. 

"I’ve been very public 
about these bad decisions 
like councillor pay raises, 
the LRT all the way up to 
Riverstone.” Martin 


Medeiros told Peel Weekly 
News. 

It irks Gibson who has yet 
to announce whether he’s 
running again in October. 
“Tt Hake politics a black 
mark. We should always be 
trying to give the public all 
the information then let 
them decide,” he said. 

“What bothers me the 
most is that there’s council 
members out there that are 
trying to portray this as a 
negative when they're not 
giving everybody the proper 
information.” 

In the Mayor’s case, the 
salary hike meant her gross 

ay shot up 24 per cent to 
Fie.o00 but her take 
home pay fell by more than 
$6,500 to $88,253. 

With the loss of the tax- 
exemption, Gibson says 
“councillors that voted 
against [the pay increase], 
were actually voting not to 
decrease their take home 
pay.” oie. aes 
The accounting distinc- 


tion was lost on taxpayers as 
supporters of the increase 
were lambasted by voters 
demanding to know why 
politicians deserve more 
money. Gibson and Moore 
say the Mayor flip flopped 
on the issue to score politi- 
cal points. 

“She championed it at the 
Pee noted Moore of 
Jeffrey’s initial support for 
the measures. 


. 


4 | 


“The Mayor put out a 
press release when the deci- 
sion was made to eliminate 
the 1/3rd tax free saying, 
‘this was a good day in 
Brampton. Were doin 
what the electorate want. 
You can’t rewrite history,” 
Moore said. 

Jeffrey initially ran for the 
mayor’s job promising to 
cut her salary —which she 
did by $50,000 after taking 


WEEKLY §YODOANa 


Managing Editor Marco Patrone 


More on this story. 


office. When a motion to 
scrap the tax-exempt por- 
tion and raise salaries came 
to council, she supported a 
deferral of any increases 
until 2018. That motion 
was defeated and the pay 
raise went through. The pay 
issue only added to the toxic 
and divisive atmosphere at 
council, which promises to 
get more contentious as the 
election draws near. 


Brampton Council 
works through 


bad press on pay hike. 


{on ain} si) 
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Tovey's death leaves council to decide 
replacement or whether to hold new vote 


John Valorzi 
Columnist 


The sudden death of 


Ward 1 councillor Jim 
Tovey last week has put the 
ball into council's court to 
decide his replacement 
until the municipal election 
this October. 

The decision isn't straight 
forward and is limited by 
provincial laws that govern 
such unusual situations in 
local government. It also 
runs the risk of splitting 
council between right and 
left factions. 

That happened in 
Toronto last fall after the 
death of Pam McConnell, a 
New Democrat progressive 
and anti-poverty activist 
whose death and potential 
replacement was used by 
various factions to boost 
their position on Toronto 
council. 

But first things first. 

Under the Municipal Act, 
Mississauga council must 
meet and formally declare 


Tovey's Ward 1 seat offi- 
cially vacant during the 
next two council meetings - 
the first of which is today 
and the second Feb. 7. 

After that's done, council 
can opt to appoint a re- 
placement or hold a byelec- 
tion in the riding. All this 
must be decided within 60 
days after the seat is de- 
clared vacant. 

The Ward 1 councillor 
died suddenly Jan. 15 at the 
age of 68. He is believed to 
have had a heart attack 
while driving home from a 
city planning and develop- 
ment committee meeting. 

To me, the choice to re- 
place Tovey is a no brainer. 

A byelection less than six 
months before the regularly 
scheduled vote is a foolish 
waste of money. For a coun- 
cil that is always whining 
about the need for more 
revenue, such a move 
would also enrage taxpayer 
groups angry about council 
spending practices. 

The answer is to appoint 
someone from Tovey's lake- 


front ward - it already has a 
number of active local asso- 
ciations - who can carry out 
his advocacy for the Lake- 
view housing project and 
waterfront redevelopment, 
the late politician's key is- 
sues. 

Council could also opt to 
appoint a councillor from 
neighbouring Wards 2, 3 or 
7 to handle Tovey's council 
duties while his staff deals 


LARCVIEW 


WATERFRONT 
CONNECTIO 


ps ae i 


with constituency matters 
and local issues for the next 
few months. 

If council appoints a re- 
placement for Tovey, it 
should also get a commit- 
ment from that person not 
to run in the Oct. 4 election 
so that the appointment 
isn't used for political ad- 
vantage. 

In the past, council has 
tried both options when a 
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seat suddenly becomes va- 
cant. 

In 2011, council ordered a 
byelection after Ward 5 
councillor Eve Adams was 
elected a federal Tory MP. 

It did the same thing in 
2015 when longtime Ward 
4 councillor Frank Dale was 
appointed chairman of Peel 
Region council. Byelections 
in both cases cost the cash- 
strapped city hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to ad- 
minister. 

The last time a councillor 
died in office was in 1997, 
when Ward 5's Frank McK- 
echnie passed away. 

Council decided then to 
replace him with retired 
former councillor Harold 
Kennedy for a few months 
until the 1997 local elec- 
tions that fall. 

Could the same scenario 
unfold now? 

Appointing a retired local 
politician for Tovey's vacant 
seat makes sense to me be- 
cause it would guarantee 
someone who could do the 
job and had no future polit- 


ical ambitions. 

Moreover, that woul 
prevent the split that oc- 
curred on Toronto council 
over McConnell's replace- 
ment in Ward 28. 

After lobbying from le 
and right, council eventu- 
ally chose Lucy Troisi, a for- 
mer manager with the city’s 
parks department and hea 
of the Cabbagetown Youth| 
Centre. 

Mississauga council is no 
polarized between right an 
left factions, so the same 
kind of divisive debate is 
unlikely to happen here. 

However, one way to 
avoid it is to choose a re- 
spected local activist or re- 
tired politician to fill 
Tovey's shoes for the nex 
few months. 


John Valorzi is a veteran 
journalist and former business 
editor at the Canadian Press. 
john.valorzi@gmail.com 


| May Monteiro 
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Mississauga hotel worker fight helps cause major rift in 
labour movement 


by John Valorzi 


Aunion dispute over who will 
represent aaa bargain for hun- 
dreds of hotel workers in Mis- 
sissauga and Toronto has also 
caused a major rift in the Cana- 
dian labour movement - one of 
the biggest in years. 

The fight between an Ameri- 
can union Unite Here and its 
Mississauga local led rival Uni- 
for, this country's biggest pri- 
vate sector union, to quit the 
Canadian Labour Congress in 
protest last week, sending 
shock waves through the labour 
movement.. 

The move came after hotel 
workers represented by Unite 
Here tried to leave their Amer- 
ican-based union that recently 
seized control of local offices 
and removed elected officers in 
fight over bargaining strategy. 

‘The Unite Here workers quit 
the union and joined Unifor 
which represents 19,000 hotel 
workers across Canada. The 
move came as the workers and 
hotel chains prepare for the 
next round of bargaining to re- 

lace a contract that expires at 

e end of the month next week. 

et poh eee Site 
spend as much ene ting 
each other as they dot battling 
corporations and_ business 
owners in bargaining. In this 


case, nationalism is as much in 
play as is bargaining strategy 
aad union disputes over strat- 
egy ahead of contract talks. 

It is clear that the kind of 
movement we have been build- 
ing among hospitality workers 
no longer has a home within 
Unite Here," said Lis Pimentel, 
who resigned as president of 


Unite Here local kgs signed 
a Unifor membership card last 
week. 


"We could not allow our 
members to enter into bargain- 
ing under control of the Ameri- 
can union. Canadian workers 
need people at the table who 
appreciate and understand 

eir concerns." 

The American parent union 
of Local 75 placed the local into 
trusteeship earlier this month 
ina dispute over the right of the 
local to set its own course, in- 
cluding in bargaining. Unite 
Here also removed elected offi- 
cers and seized the local's fi- 
nances.. 

The current contracts for the 
more than 4,600 Local 75 
members at hotels in Toronto 
and near Pearson Airport in 
Mississauga expire Jan. 31. 

In deciding to leave the CLC 
immediately last week Unifor 
noted the national lobbying 


group for labour has taken no 
action to stop aggressive action 
by American-based unions in 
Canada. 

“Tn light of the ongoing lack of 
action and will by the affiliates 
of the Canadian Labour Con- 
gress to address the aggressive 
and undemocratic tactics 
shown by U.S.-based unions to- 
wards workers in Canadian lo- 
cals, a decision was made by the 
leadership of our union . . . to 
discontinue Unifor’s affiliation 
and membership,” the union 
said on its website. 

“Our union is opposed to any 
union that threatens, harasses, 
intimidates or silences workers 
for simply asserting their dem- 


ae ee | 


yy 


ocratic rights to choose a union 
or for the purpose of quelling 
dissent within the local. 

Unifor is one of the most mil- 
itant and proactive unions in 
Canada and has a history of na- 
tionalism. Its predecessor 
union, the Canadian Auto 
Workers, was formed in 1985 
when the Canadian arm of the 
United Auto Workers broke 
away from the American parent 
to form its own separate union. 

At the time, the Canadian 
union leaders thought the 
UAW wasagreeing to too man 
concessions in bargaining wii 
the Big Three automakers and 
the two sides also had other dif- 
ferences. 


One man arrested after 
human trafficking 
investigation in Peel 


One man was arrested 
last week on a Canada-wide 
warrant after a series of 
human trafficking offenses 
in Peel and other regions. 

Last February, an investi- 
gation was launched re- 
garding a female who had 
been assaulted by a male 
suspect. The investigation 
revealed that the female 
had been involved in the 
sex trade for a period of 
time. 

Additionally, a 19-year- 
old female was found to 
have been exploited by the 
same male suspect during 
the same time period, ac- 
cording to investigators 
with the region’s Major 
Drugs and Vice Bureau. 

A nationwide arrest war- 
rant was issued for 26-year- 
old Kartel Pye, of no fixed 


address. 

Pye was located and ar- 
rested last Monday in Dart- 
mouth, Nova Scotia and 
charged with multiple of- 
fenses, including procur- 
ing, trafficking, assault 
causing bodily harm, 
forcible confinement and 
sexual assault. 

Pye arrived in Ontario 
last Thursday and is being 
held, pending an appear- 
ance in Brampton court. 

Witnesses with any addi- 
tional information regard- 
ing the investigation are 
asked to call the Major 
Drugs and Vice Unit at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 3555 
or 3515. 

Anonymous tips can also 
be submitted via Peel 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800- 
222-TIPS (8477). 
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Mississauga EV charger could benefit from new provincial program 


by John Valorzi 


A company that oper- 
ates more than 4,000 
electric cates stations 
across Canada - and op- 
erates a key regional of- 
fice in Mississauga - 
stands to benefit from a 
new provincial govern- 
ment Drop rant to grow 
EV networks. 

Montreal-based FLO 
se it welcomes the just 
released Ontario Min- 
istry of Transportation's 
plan to help finance em- 

loyers and commercial 

uilding owners who de- 
velop, electric vehicle 
charging systems at their 
workplaces. 

"As electric vehicle 
adoption. keeps rising, 
there will be a growing 
demand for charging sta- 


tions in workplaces. Sta- 
tistics show that more 
than 80 per cent of EV 
charging occurs at home 
or at work,” says Louis 
Tremblay, CEO of FLO, 
Canada's biggest electric 
vehicle charger. 
"Offering charging sta- 
tions at work can help 
ony cts attract talent 
and increase employee 
satisfaction, while 
demonstrating leader- 
ship in supporting clean 
transportation and sus- 
tainable development." 
Under the new Work- 
lace Electric Vehicle 
harging Incentive Pro- 
gram, the Ontario gov- 
ernment will pay 80 per 
cent of the capital costs 
for companies to install 


level 2 chargers, up to 
$7,500 for each charg- 
aa station. 

pplications opened 
Jan. 16 under the pro- 
gram, which is part of 
the Liberal govern- 
ment's climate change 
plan to cut air pollution 
and greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Level 2 public chargin 
stations use a 240 volt 
system - similar to a 
clothes dryer plug - and 
can fully charge a vehi- 
cle from zero in about 
four to eight hours. 

The latest initiative ex- 
pands on Ontario’s elec- 
tric vehicle charging 
incentive program that 
has provided $2.2 mil- 
lion to help install 2,600 


home charging stations 
since January 2013. 

Ontario has more than 
16,000 electric vehicles 
on the road. EV sales 
grew by 67 per cent last 
year and are expected to 
represent a fifth of all 
new car sales by 2030. 

As Canada's biggest 
charging station 
provider, FLO says it 
can help employers and 
commercial pbuilding 
managers take advan- 
tage of the new pone 
cial program. FLO has 
worked with several 
companies to integrate 
large-scale charging sys- 
tems. 

These companies in- 
clude Alectra Utilities, 
the successor to Missis- 


sauga's former Ener- 
source, as well as Bom- 
bardier, Bell Canada and 
packaging maker Cas- 
cades. 

Last week, Alectra and 
the City of Markham un- 
veiled a two-year pilot 

rogram at the 

arkham Civic Centre 
that will assess the im- 
pact of daytime electric 
vehicle charging at 
workplaces on Ontario’s 
electricity grid. 

This pilot involves the 
use and assessment of 
16 Level 2 EV pia fon 
stations during pea 
power demand periods. 

Brian Bentz, president 
and CEO of Alectra, said 
that by making EV 
charging stations more 


accessible, the Alectra 
rogram will help re- 
uce battery range anxi- 
ety for participating 
drivers. 

"Our business  cus- 
tomers are seeking sim- 
le solutions to 
implement workplace 
EV charging systems 
that manage electricity 
demand and_ energy 
costs, while providing 
their employees with the 
technologies they need 
to confidently drive 
their EVs to and from 


work.” 
FLO is the parent com- 
any of AddEnergie 


echnologies, Canada's 
biggest manufacturer of 
electric vehicle charging 
equipment. 


Mississauga developer EllisDon to build major Toronto hospital, courthouse 


Mississauga developer El- 
lisDon and its partners have 
won deals to build two 
major public projects in 
Toronto - a new provincial 
mega-courthouse down- 
town and a hospital in the 
city's east end. 

The company, headquar- 
tered on the Queensway in 
eastern Mississauga, won 


the bid for the private-pub- 
lic partnership mega-court- 
house project for the 
Ministry of the Attorney 
General. Moreover, the local 
company is also the pre- 
ferred bidder to build a new 
patient care building at 
Michael Garron Hospital, 
the former Toronto East 
General. 


The two deals were re- 
vealed on the website of In- 
frastructure Ontario, the 
province's property arm, 
real estate owner and devel- 
opment manager. 

The provincial Crown 
agency said it will help ham- 
mer out final contracts for 
the two developments in the 
next few months, outlining 


financing terms and deter- 
mining the final cost of the 
public-private projects. 

The costs to build the two 
projects have not been de- 
termined yet though the 
courthouse itself could have 
a pricetag of more than $1 
billion according to some 
estimates. Based on similar 
projects, the hospital rede- 
velopment could amount to 
more than $200 million. 

Construction is expected 
to begin this spring on the 
new courthouse, located at 
10 Armoury St., near the 
Eaton Centre in downtown 
Toronto. 

The new courthouse con- 
solidates many of Toronto’s 
existing smaller courts and 
will contain magnetome- 
ters, baggage scanners, con- 
tinuous video surveillance 
and other high-tech security 
equipment. 


As for the Garron hospital 
project, EllisDon will build a 
new eight-storey tower and 
three-storey connection, 
and renovate the existing 
hospital. The project will 
add up to 550,000 square 
feet to the existing hospital, 
which is nearly 90 years old. 

The hospital development 
will be financed by EllisDon 
Capital, built by EllisDon 
Infrastructure Healthcare 
and designed by B+H Archi- 
tects and Diamond Schmitt 
Architects. The EllisDon In- 
frastructure team for the 
courthouse include Norr 
Limited as designers and 
SNC-Lavalin for facilities 
management. 

Sarah Downey, president 
and CEO of Michael Garron 
Hospital, welcomed the El- 
lisDon-led project, which 
she called "a tremendous 
milestone" for the commu- 


nity in the Coxwell and Mor- 
timer Ave. area of eastern 
Toronto. 

"Our main hospital cam- 
pus, which has been serving 
east Toronto since 1929, is 
aging and due for a major 
renewal," she said. "Our re- 
development will make a 
significant difference to pa- 
tients, neighbours, staff, 
physicians and volunteers." 

EllisDon, a __ private 
builder, has more than 
2,500 employees and $3.3 
billion in annual revenues. 
The company has built 
everything from hospitals 
and arenas to office towers 
and stadiums. The company 
built the SkyDome, now 
known as Rogers Centre, in 
the late 1980s as well as the 
Peel Regional Police head- 
quarters and the 22 Division 
detachment in Brampton. 
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Brampton's Summit Industrial sets up $45M data centre joint venture 


by John Valorzi 


One of Brampton's biggest 
owners of light industrial 
buildings has set up a joint 
venture with a Montreal 
company to develop data 
centres across the country. 

Summit Industrial In- 
come REIT will partner 
with Urbacon Montreal LP 
in a deal worth more than 
$45 million to develop, own 
and operate digital data 
centres in key markets 
across Canada. 

The first project is a $15 
million purchase of a 50 per 
cent share in DC1, Urba- 
con’s data center in the 
Barker business park in 
nearby Richmond Hill, 
north of Toronto. 

Summit is also lending 
$15.8 million to Urbacon to 
help its partner buy full con- 
trol of a Montreal data cen- 
tre. 

In addition, Summit has 
provided a $14.3 million 
loan to Urbacon to develop 
more data centres in Rich- 
mond Hill and other mar- 
kets. 

Data centres are a grow- 
ing part of the global infor- 


mation technology sector as 
companies use remote com- 
puter centres for their IT 
needs instead of local com- 
puter systems and storage 
equipment on site. A large 
data center is an industrial- 
scale operation using as 
much electricity as a small 
town. 

Paul Dykeman, Summit's 
CEO, welcomed the part- 
nership with Urbacon, a 
company with 27 years of 
experience in building and 
operating data centres. 

"We are very excited to be 
entering this high yielding 
and fast growing market, 
another example of how, 
with the significant increase 
in the size and scale of our 
asset base over the last year, 
we are now able to do more 
highly accretive value added 
investing for the benefit of 
our Unitholders," Dykeman 
says. 

The latest investment 
comes after the Brampton 
company's $103.5 million 
equity financing last month. 

Summit Industrial is 
based on Walker Dr. in 


southeastern Brampton and 
owns or manages light in- 


dustrial properties across 
Canada. Urbacon operates 


data centres in Toronto, 
Montrealm Richmond Hill 


and Sault Ste. Marie in 
northern Ontario. 


The Barker Business Park campus in Richmond Hill. (Photo Courtesy of Urbacon) 


Cargojet expands freight service to 
Colombia, Peru and Europe 


Cargojet, a Mississauga- 
based air cargo hauler, has 
expanded its freight service 
to South America and Eu- 
rope. 

The company, which is 
based on Britannia Rd. E 
southwest of Pearson Air- 
port, has expanded its 
scheduled flights between 
Canada and two South 
America countries and 
added more flights to Ger- 
many, starting Feb. 2. 

Cargojet will begin flying 


twice a week - Fridays and 
Sundays - from its Hamil- 
ton hub to Bogota, Colom- 
bia and Lima, Peru through 
Atlanta, Ga. It will also fly 
every Saturday between 
Hamilton and Cologne, 
Germany. 

"Cargojet will offer a pre- 
mium air cargo service di- 
rectly to global freight 
forwarders, interline airline 

artners and other users of 
international air cargo serv- 
ices," said Ajay Virmani, 


CEO of Cargojet. 

"Our recent presence in 
these markets has led to in- 
creased demand for our 
services and allows us to 
continue to optimize our 
overall freighter aircraft uti- 
lization and expand our 
range of services and cus- 
tomer base." 

Cargojet is Canada's 
biggest provider of 
overnight air cargo services 
and carries more than 1.3 
million pounds (almost 


600,000 kilos) of cargo 
each business night from its 
main airline hub at John C. 
Munro airport in Hamilton. 

The company currently 
flies 21 Boeing jets and 
serves most big cities in 
Canada and a few destina- 
tions in the United States 
and Mexico. 

The company was formed 
in 2002 and was formerly 
Canada 3000 Cargo before 
that airline went bankrupt. 


Cargojet will soon be expanding its operations to Europe and South America. (Submitted Photo) 


Brampton board backs North 
American business push for 
new NAFTA deal 


The Brampton board of trade 
and two dozen other urban 
chambers of commerce across 
North America met in Montreal 
this week to push for a new 
NAFTA deal and warn against 
the collapse of talks between the 
U.S., Canada and Mexico. 

The Brampton board's CEO 
Todd Letts, and leaders of 24 
other local boards from across 
the continent, signed a declara- 
tion backing free trade. 

The group also called on the 
three countries to successfully 
strike a new deal despite threats 
from U.S. President Donald 
Trump to pull the plug on the 
trade deal unless he gets the 
changes he wants. 

Negotiators are meeting in 
Montreal this week for the sixth 
round of talks between the three 
countries to hammer out a new 
deal. 

Earlier rounds produced some 
results but big divisions over auto 
trade, farm marketing boards, 
dispute settlement rules, govern- 
ment purchasing, subsidies and 
other issues. Canada and the U.S. 
are also already fighting over bil- 
lions of dollars in lumber trade 
and aerospace subsidies, which 
are not part of the talks. 

The chambers - from across 
Canada, major American and 
Mexican cities - signed a declara- 


tion saying they: 

"Share a common desire to 
maintain free trade between the 
United States, Mexico and 
Canada" and "urge our respective 
governments to come to an 
agreement to an _ updated 
NAFTA, and to maintain it for 
the future economic success of all 
three nations." 

Business leaders note that 19 
million jobs in the three countries 
- including 23,000 in Brampton's 
heavily industrial economy - de- 
pend on trade. 

Brampton has a number of big 
manufacturing companies - in- 
cluding a big auto plant owned by 
Fiat Chrysler that ships most of 
its vehicles to the United States 
under the NAFTA deal. The 
Flower city also is a major distri- 
bution hub for the GTA, with 
giant warehouses that ship 
everything from soft drinks and 
auto parts to plastics and food 
imported under NAFTA. 

Besides the Brampton board, 
other chambers at the meeting 
were from Albany, Boston, Cal- 

ary, Chihuahua, Cleveland, Dal- 

as, Detroit, Edmonton, Halifax, 
Kansas_ City, Los Angeles, 
Mérida, Mexico City, Minneapo- 
lis, Monterrey, Montreal, Queré- 
taro, San Antonio, St. Louis, 
Tijuana, Toronto, Vancouver, 
Veracruz and Winnipeg. 
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NEW SOPORTS 


Steelheads jerseys revealed for 2018 Pink at the Rink game 


This weekend, the Mis- 
sissauga Steelheads host 
the sixth annual Pink at 
the Rink game presented 
by Pandora Square One, 
the Mississauga Steel- 
heads have released spe- 
cially designed jerseys to 
be worn on Jan. 28 
against the Sudbury 
Wolves. 

The Steelheads, who 
are coming off a rousing 
6-2 win over the 
Kingston _-Frontenacs, 
will wear unique jerseys 
this weekend in support 
of the Canadian Cancer 
Society. 

The 2018 edition fea- 
tures the Steelheads’ pri- 
mary logo and a subtle 
paisley print inlayed 
across pink and blue 
colour blocking. 


A pink ribbon is fea- 
tured prominently on 
both shoulders as a show 
of support in the fight 
against cancer. 

These one-of-a-kind 
jerseys and limited game 
worn equipment will be 
available for auction fol- 
lowing the game on CHL 
Auctions with all pro- 
ceeds supporting the 
Canadian Cancer Society. 

Additional promotions 
at the Hershey Centre 
will further benefit the 
Canadian Cancer Society, 
including an_ on-site 
silent auction. 

For more information 
on the Canadian Cancer 
Society, visit www.can- 
cer.ca. 


Corrin And Fucale Lead Beast To 5- 
3 Victory Over Royals 


by Benedict Rhodes 


Willie Corrin had 3 points 
and Zach Fucale made 35 
saves on Sunday as the 
Brampton Beast travelled to 
Reading and beat the Royals. 

Reading's Frank Hora 
scored the only goal in the 
first period, beating Zach 
Fucale at 11:29. 

The second period was 
more exciting, as the Beast 
scored three unanswered 
goals, with Brandon 
MacLean scoring between 
two goals from Willie Corrin. 

The Beast would continue 
their dominance in the third 
period as the ageless David 
Ling scored his first of the 
season at 12:11. 

Mark Bennett pulled one 
back for the Royals a few 
minutes later before Bramp- 


ton captain Brandon Marino 


seale 
an empty net goal. 


Book your Swimming Pool 
opening now 
and avoid the rush. 


905-691-8818 


the 5-2 victory with Wednesday night w 


The Beast next play on 
en they 


host the Quad City Mallards. 
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Beginning this September, 
Clarkson Secondary School in 
south Mississauga will field a 
junior varsity team, along with 
a varsity team. 

The prep program, which 
was announced on Tuesday 
afternoon, is geared towards 
high-performing student ath- 
letes who train year-round in 
football. 

"Football North has com- 
mitted themselves to the 
Clarkson Secondary School 
community through sports in- 
frastructure at the school, 
community-building and pro- 
fessional development for all 
Peel board football coaches," 
says CSS principal Mary Zam- 
mit. 

In September 2016, the Peel 
District School Board entered 
into a partnership agreement 
with Football North to offer a 


SHORE 


first-of-its-kind football prep 
program, offered in a Cana- 
dian public school. 

Since its inaugural year, 
more than 100 top high school 
football players from across 
and outside of Ontario have 
been selected by Football 
North to be a part of the pro- 

ram. 

Applications to the Football 
North prep program are not 


Peabo accepted through the 
oard or ee Clark- 


Peel 


Clarkson school introduces new varsity 
prep program for Grade 9 and 10 students 


son. 

Families/Players must con- 
tact Football North directly to 
learn more about their recruit- 
ment process, which they run 
independently. Students who 
are accepted into the Football 
North prep program will be 
registered as students at 
Clarkson. 

For more information and 
to apply for the prep program, 
visit www.clarksonfootball- 
north.ca. 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Local Business Owners Honored at 2018 Headwaters Tourism Awards 


Rural tourism organiza- 
tions and local businesses 
from Caledon and beyond 
joined together to honor ex- 
ceptional leaders during the 
annual Headwaters 
Tourism Awards, held last 
week in Orangeville. 

The event brought to- 
gether tourism leaders from 
multiple levels of govern- 
ment, who were also pres- 
ent earlier in the day during 
the first provincial at the 
first provincial Rural 
Tourism Symposium, an 
event intended to raise the 
profile of rural tourism in 
the provincial and federal 
framework. 

This year’s slate of nomi- 
nees represented a wide 
range of tourism and hospi- 
tality offerings in the region 
and showcase the best of 
rural tourism service and 


hospitality. 
Among the nominees for 
the 2018 Headwaters 


Tourism Awards, the local 
winners included: 


Best Fresh & Local Visitor 
Experience (sponsored by 
the Town of Erin): Snow- 


berry Botanicals, Erin 


Best Fun & Festive Visitor 
Experience (tie): Mud Hero 
Toronto North, Caledon, 
who received the award 
along with Orangeville’s 
Caribfest 


Best See, Shop & Stay Vis- 
itor Experience (tie): Mill- 
croft Inn & Spa, Caledon, 
who received the award 
along with Orangeville’s 
Wicked Shortbread 


Best New Tourism Busi- 
ness: Alabaster Acres, Cale- 


don 


Tourism Innovator of the 
Year: Credit Valley Conser- 
vation (Island Lake Am- 
phitheatre), Mono 


Partnership 
Blue 


Tourism 
Award: Lavender 


Catering, Mono 


The evening also included 
a cocktail reception spon- 
sored by Gourmandissimo 
Catering + Fine Food (Cale- 
don East), and drinks pro- 
vided by GoodLot 
Farmstead Brewing Co., 


Pommies Cider Co., and 
Spirit Tree Estate Cidery. 
The 2018 Headwaters 


Tourism Awards were pre- 
sented in partnership with 
Shelburne Home Hardware 
Building Centre. 


Peel families invited to ‘Start with a Smile’ 
during Kindergarten Registration Week 


Elementary schools in 
Peel will be holding Kinder- 
garten Registration Week 
during Jan. 29 to Feb. 2 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 
also in the evening on Feb. 1 
from 5 to 8 p.m. 

Parents of children born 
in 2014 are invited to attend 
to register and learn more 
about the kindergarten pro- 
gram. 

“We want to do every- 
thing we can to ensure the 
registration process is as 
easy and convenient as pos- 
sible for families,” says Peel 
District School Board exec- 
utive director Peter Joshua. 

If parents are unable to 
attend Kindergarten Regis- 
tration Week, they may reg- 


ister their child for kinder- 
garten by visiting the school 
their child will attend any 
time during school hours. It 
is recommended that par- 
ents call ahead to reduce 
wait times. 

To find out what school 
their child will attend, par- 
ents can use the Find Your 
School tool at 
www.peelschools.org/schoo 
1s/findyourschool. 

A kindergarten registra- 
tion form can be down- 
loaded and completed 
before visiting their child's 
school by visiting 
www.peelschools.org/kinde 
rgarten. Forms can also be 
completed in person at Peel 
elementary schools. 


Additional documenta- 
tion of the child’s age, proof 
of address and proof of cus- 
tody must also accompany 
the registration form. 

Students registering in 
an Ontario public school for 
the first time must also pro- 
vide proof of immuniza- 
tion/vaccination. Parents 
who don't have an immu- 
nization record for their 
child are asked to call Peel 
Public Health at 905-799- 
7700. 

For more information 
about the kindergarten pro- 
gram and registration, visit 
www.peelschools.org/kinde 
rgarten. 


Only One Week Left to Nominate a Resident 
for the Brampton Citizens Award! 


There’s still time to nom- 
inate a deserving resident 
for the 2017 Brampton Cit- 
izens Awards, which close 
on January 31. 

The City of Brampton Cit- 
izens Awards program rec- 
ognizes residents who have 
made a meaningful contri- 
bution or have had a signif- 
icant achievement, as 
nominated by you. 

Awards are provided in 
the following categories for 
achievements made during 
the 2017 calendar year: 

The Sports Achievement 
Award recognizes Bramp- 
ton residents whose 
achievements have been 
recognized at the Provin- 
cial, National or Interna- 
tional level. 

The Long Term Service 


Award recognizes dedi- 
cated volunteers whose ef- 
forts have made a 
significant impact towards 
the development and ad- 
vancement of recreational 
sports, the arts and com- 
munity social services. 

The Emergency Services 
Award of Valour recognizes 
an individual or individu- 
als, who voluntarily risked 
their own life/lives while 
performing a heroic act to 
save the life of another per- 
son. 

The Inspirational Award 
recognizes Brampton resi- 
dents who advocate for 
and/or practice humane 
action, or who have had an 
inspirational influence on 
others. 

New this year, the Volun- 


teer of the Year Award rec- 
ognizes a Brampton Volun- 
teer as well as a Brampton 
Youth Volunteer who have 
demonstrated all-round 
community involvement 
rather than a specific activ- 
ity or contribution. 

This award recognizes 
local residents who build 
communities and show 
what can be achieved with 
passion and determination. 

The awards have been 
run since 1974, and have 
recognized many outstand- 
ing residents in the com- 
munity. 

For information on the 
program or to nominate 
someone deserving of 
recognition, visit 
www.brampton.ca/citi- 
zensa. 
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Local MP Holds Open 
House 


Brampton-North MP 
Ruby Sahota welcomed 
hundreds of business own- 
ers, constituents and mem- 
bers of community 
organizations into her office 
last week for an Open 
House. 

Constituents had _ the 
chance to discuss topics of 
interest and concern with 
her, while learning about 
the government’s goals for 
2018. 

“My goal has always been 
to be accessible to the com- 
munity,” she said. 


“T had discussions about 
everything from how suc- 
cessful the Government’s ef- 
forts have been’ in 
supporting the economy 
and businesses to what sorts 
of funding we have provided 
Brampton for public transit 
and affordable housing. I al- 
ways look forward to feed- 
back so that I can continue 
to keep serving Brampton 
better.” 

Sahota said that addi- 
tional community events 
planned for 2018. 


Downtown Brampton set to undertake a “Reimagining” 


x 


Brampton has_ received 
ministry approval to begin 
the process of reshaping the 
downtown core. 

The City announced late 
last week that that it had re- 
ceived ee from the 
Minister of the Environment 
to begin work on the “Down- 
town Reimagined” project, 
which will involve streetscap- 
ing to boost the aesthetic of 
the city’s downtown. 

As a result, the City plans 
tol move ahead with a Retail 
design phase for the 
streetscaping work and the 
preferred cross-section as per 
the Environmental Assess- 
ment, but with a condition 
that any loading zones or ac- 
cessible parking spots are to 
be ss where feasible and 
shall not impede the cycle 
lanes. 

The main objectives of the 
project are to: 

- Create a street that will 
capitalize on the walkability 
and pedestrian capacity in the 
downtown 

- Animate these streets and 
to become a placemaking 
destination 

- Bring together pedestrian, 
cyclist and motorists in a safe 
and sustainable manner 

- Enhance amenities and 
transform the public realm 


In the coming months, as 
the detail design phase pro- 
gresses, stakeholders will be 
presented with options for 
the “look and feel” of the de- 
sign and will have an oppor- 
tunity to provide feedback. 
The Downtown Reimag- 
ined project is being under- 
taken in coordination with 
the Region of Peel’s Down- 
town Brampton Capital Proj- 
ect Phase 1, a multi-year 
project that will replace aging 
infrastructure, by rehabilitat- 
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ing or replacing new water- 
mains and sanitary sewers in 
the downtown core. Project 
construction is anticipated to 
start in the fall of 2018. 

Over the past year, many 
investigative activities for the 
pried have taken place. 

is includes pre-engineer- 
ing, coordination with vari- 
ous utilities and the launch of 
the Ambassador Program for 
downtown businesses. 

Ina statement released last 
week, the City of Brampton 


| Are you looking to 
restore your old photos? 


Restarted 


to book your appointment 


and the Region of Peel said 
they are committed to work- 
ing with all stakeholders to 
minimize disruption and en- 
sure a safe transition of traffic 
and pedestrian movement 
during the construction. 

For information on the 
project, visit www.peelre- 
gion.ca/downtownbrampton, 
www.brampton.ca/down- 
townstreetscaping or visit the 
Downtown Reimagined store 
at 15 Queen St. W. 
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Arou 


Candidate Nominations and third 


Party advertiser registrations for 
th 1e 2018 Munici E ct Ci ot 
pal le ion 
ann 
be filed bef Ore May 1, 2018 
7 . 


nd The Community 


Left: Signs at Brampton City Hall inform the public about the 
process to nominate a candidate for the next municipal elec- 
tions, which will be held in October. 


Above: A resident takes a photo of a line of geese passing by 
the water’s edge at Jack Darling Park in Mississauga earlier 
this month. 


Right: Brampton Mayor Linda Jeffrey and local councillors 
greeted residents at the 2018 New Year’s Levee, held on Jan. 
20 at Brampton City Hall. 


(Submitted/Staff Photos) 
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Brampton Fire Services 
offers financial support to 
aspiring firefighters 


The application period for 
the a grant designed to help 
students pursuing a career 
in fire services is now open. 

Each year, Brampton Fire 
and Emergency Services 
supports a local student 
pursuing a career in the fire 
services through the George 
Hitchcock Bursary. The fi- 
nancial support from the 
bursary can be used by the 
successful student for post- 
secondary tuition fees. 

“This bursary is a legacy to 
George’s passion for the fire 
service and improving fire 
and life safety education,” 
said Fire Chief Bill Boyes. 

“We want to continue that 
legacy and ele the next 
generation of firefighters to 
serve this community and 
inspire excellence in the 
emergency services.” 

The applicant must be a 
Brampton resident (or able 
to work in Canada) pursu- 
ing an Ontario post-sec- 
onda diploma in a 
fire-related program. 

Application forms are 
available online at 
www.bramptonfire.com and 
must be submitted to fire- 


life@brampton.ca. 

The submission period 
will close either on April 30, 
2018 or upon receiving 30 
applications, | whichever 
comes first. 

Shortlisted candidates will 
be interviewed and one ap- 
plicant will be selected for 
the bursary of $1,000 to be 
paid directly toward course 
enrolment. 

The endowment fund was 
set up with seed money of 
more than $31,000 received 
from public donations. The 
scholarship amount dis- 
bursed each year varies. 

Brampton Fire and Emer- 
gency Services set up the 
George Hitchcock Memorial 
Endowment Fund in 2014 
to provide financial support 
to those pursuing a career in 
the fire services. 

The fund is in honour of 
the late George Hitchcock, 
who served in the Brampton 
Fire Service for 33 years and 
was pivotal in establishing 
the Fire/Life Safety Educa- 
tion Division. 
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Peel Matters: Looking Back to Embrace The Future 


by Catherine Soplet 


The untimely death of 
Ward 1 Councillor Jim Tovey 
brought nearly 150 people 
from across Peel Region to 
pay tribute at Mississauga 
Council chambers _ last 
Wednesday. 

To a person, each one 
spoke of how Malton's son 
and Lakeview's visionary had 
challenged their prior beliefs 
and moved them towards a 
shared vision to embrace the 
future of Mississauga. 

When it was my turn at the 
mic, I spoke of my introduc- 
tion to Jim Tovey in his role 
as founding President of 
Lakeview Ratepayers Associ- 
ation and the fracas sur- 
rounding Ward 1 public 
school closures in south east 
Mississauga in 2008. 

Because of efforts which 
identified the damaging im- 
pact of the 'Four Sisters" 
coal-fired Lakeview Generat- 
ing Plant on air quality, com- 
munity health and student 
achievement, over coffee Jim 
told me that losing the fight 
to keep schools open to stu- 
dents was even harder to 
take. 

The good news? In lessons 


learned from advocacy and 
the agony of defeat, when the 
next slate of imminent public 
school closures came on deck 
as student population de- 
clined in the community's 
aging-out lifecycle, there 
were new approaches in play. 

Instead of liquidation, 
school lands have been re- 
purposed and retained for 
the future populations of re- 
turning students as Inspira- 
tion Lakeview develops and 
will become home to new 
families 

Looking back on the World 
War II heritage of decay from 
Toronto Township's industry 
and farming to support the 
war effort, Jim celebrated the 
role of women in the work- 
force then and the prevalence 
since the millennium of more 
than 40 per cent of women in 
high-level business manage- 
ment and elected representa- 
tion in Peel. 

Those women were busy 
after 2005 Summer of the 
Gun at the same time as Jim 
was leading Lakeview resi- 
dents to steward the environ- 
ment, envision Lakeview 
redevelopment and struggle 


against public school clo- 
sures. 

In 2006, a woman-led co- 
hort of councillors moved the 
creation of the Peel Youth Vi- 
olence Prevention Steering 
Committee comprised of 
stakeholders from regional, 
municipal and school board 
governments together to 
with police services and 
youth-focused charitable 
agencies. 

By March 2007, the Peel 
Youth Charter was created to 
codify rights of youth, and to 
commit best efforts for the 
safety, health, education and 
future jobs for all youth in 
Peel. 

The Charter was unani- 
mously endorsed at Peel Re- 
gion Council on October 25, 
2007. 

In 2008, in synchronicity 
with demolition of the out- 
dated industrial-era technol- 
ogy of the Four Sisters 
Lakeview Generating Plant, 
investments came on-line to 
develop 21st Century social 
and knowledge infrastruc- 
ture that could lead to more 
vibrant schools and safer 
neighbourhoods. 


Beginning in 2008, Youth 
Advisory Councils were es- 
tablished by Peel municipal 
Mayors, at the same time as 
student Trustees were man- 
dated by the Ontario for pub- 
lic district school boards. 

With an eye on the future, 
the federal Canada Learning 
Bond program to seed regis- 
tered secondary education 
plans increased for Peel sub- 
scribers, from 29,000 child 
accounts in 2011 to more 
than 57,000 child accounts 
in 2014. 

In 2013, Ontario govern- 
ment released $1.8 million to 
Peel Region with a focus to 
deliver youth outreach work- 
ers and better youth mental 
health services. 

Drawing on the past, with 
an eye on the future, this year 
all levels of municipal gov- 
ernment in Peel Region are 


considering a refreshing of 


their commitment to the 
2007 Peel Youth Charter. 
The City of Mississauga, Duf- 
ferin-Peel Catholic District 
School Board and Peel Dis- 
trict School Board are on- 
side.. 

On Jan.25, this question 


Mortgage lime Again? 


Let's 


Talk. 


“Many Canadian homeowners pay too 
much for their homes because they are 
not getting the best mortgage financing. 


! am here fo help. Call me.” 


905.587.1286 May.Monteiro@verico.ca 


will be posed to the Regional 
Council of Peel: Based on 
past approaches, and evi- 
dence of success, supporters 
request a continued endorse- 


ment of the 2007 Peel Youth 
Charter. 

Reflecting on our past, will 
Peel Regional Council em- 
brace our future? 


Photo by Catherine Soplet 


May Monteiro 
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